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takes a full year before the plants
are ready to be harvested* Since the
leaves become bitter when the seed-
stalks form, they should be grown
rapidly and harvested often enough
to keep the seedstalks from forming.
At harvest time, the water is low-
ered so that the leaves can be picked
without reaching into the water. In
frosty weather, the water should
cover the foliage.

In the greenhouse, water cress is
grown in partial shade and, if the
heating pipes do not interfere, it may
be grown under the bench. The drip
from the benches above will usually
keep the soil sufficiently moist and
the humidity high enough for the
plants to make a very satisfactory
growth.

Diseases and insects do not seri-
ously trouble this crop.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS: For
sale, the stem tips and leaves are
packed in bunches about six inches
long and of varying diameters. The
leaves should not be allowed to get
warm or wilt too badly. They should
be iced when they are to be shipped
any distance. There are times when
the price is exceptionally good, and
>, a good income is made from a small
f area. It is a good side line for the
person who has the facilities for
growing it A small stream through
the trees is an ideal place to grow it,
and it is not unattractive to have
growing in a stream.

Watermelon

DESCRIPTION: The garden water-
melon (Citrullus vulgaris) is a native
of tropical Africa and is grown exten-
sively in the warmer climates of the
United States. It can, however, be
grown in the temperate regions where

130 to 140 days of growing weatKer
prevail. There are several small-
fruited varieties developed especiailv

for the northern states. The plant is
a trailing vine with deeply lobed,
medium-sized leaves and yellow flow-
ers which are borne in the axils of
the leaves. The fruit ranges in size
from a large grapefruit to a large
field pumpkin, while the shape is
anything from oval to cylindrical.
The color is light or dark green, with
gray-green stripes running length-
wise in some varieties.

TYPES AND VARIETIES: Although
there are many different types, the
following varieties are representa-
tive:

Stone Mountain is the watermelon
most of us know. It is a large, oval,
grayish-green melon with deep-crim-
son flesh and white seeds and matures
in 88 days.

Hams' Earliest, also called Coles
Early, is medium-sized, nearly round,
dark-green striped with lighter green,
and pink-fleshed. It matures in 84
days.

Early Northern Sweet has small,